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Abstract
Bushfires in Australia can have a devastating impact on an environment and destroy homes and lives, so any
effort to prevent them is a welcome move.
But the way that we have traditionally understood bushfires and forest flammability in Australia is not up to
the challenges of our changing climate. Thankfully, a new approach is making sense of the confusion by
looking at the plants themselves.
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Fire rages through the forest in a typical Australian bushfire. Flickr/HighExposure, CC BY-NC-ND
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An aerial infrared photo of the fire edge near Jindabyne in January, 2003. Philip Zylstra, Author provided
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Flames burning surface litter are small (top), large flames only occur when plants are burning (bottom). Philip Zylstra
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Two identical scenarios, but with different shrub species. Larger flames from the more flammable shrub (right) ignite the
tree canopy, causing crown fire. Philip Zylstra, CC BY-ND
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